
Top Media Players

Zune HD
Microsoft’s high-end MP3 play-

er, the Zune HD, is one of the best
media players available. It comes as
a sleek, attractive handheld device
with a responsive touchscreen, and
it offers one of the best media play-
back experiences available.

The Zune does much more than
just play music. It allows users to
play music, videos, and radio, dis-
play pictures, and access the
Internet. The controls for playing

music are intuitive, and the audio
quality is incredible. The Zune’s
radio gets good reception, and even
supports HD radio. Similarly, videos
played on the Zune’s high definition
screen look crystal clear.
Unfortunately, while the Zune sup-
ports most audio file formats, it only
supports the very specific MP4
video format, which makes watching
videos not bought from Microsoft’s
store difficult.

The store itself is intuitive and
easy to use. Using the Zune’s wi-fi
connection—which also allows for
Internet browsing—users can buy
millions of audio tracks,
videos, games, and applica-
tions. Further, the music store
is a bargain. For $14.99 per
month, users can subscribe to
the Zune store and download
unlimited music. 

Overall, the Zune HD is an
incredible media platform. The
quality of its video and audio
playback is all but unsur-
passed by other media
devices. While it is not the
most diverse handheld device,
it has enough features to
make it more than just a
media player. 

Price range: $249.99 -
$289.99

Sony X-Series Walkman
Sony has had portable

media players since their Walkman
brand became the premiere

portable cassette player decades
ago. The X-Series is Sony’s entry
into the touchscreen media player
market, and it’s a premium media
device. The touchscreen menus are
easy and fun to use. Better yet, the
device has enough external buttons
that users who don’t like using
touchscreens can play media with-
out touching their fingers to the
screen. Also, the device is compati-
ble with both Mac and Windows
computers, as well as most audio
and video file formats, making it one
of the most diverse media players
on the market.
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In the past decade, older devices for playing music and videos like portable CD or
DVD players have largely become obsolete. Today, such media is mostly delivered dig-
itally, and people need portable devices on which to play their music and videos.

We’ve selected the best media players on the market right now to help you decide
which one is right for you.

The Zune HD

The Sony X-Series Walkman



The X-Series, like many high-
end media players, offers wi-fi con-
nection for users to acquire new
media. While Sony doesn’t have its
own store like Microsoft or Apple,
users can buy videos and songs
from Amazon. Also, the X-Series
has an app called Slacker Radio
that allows users to listen to all the
free music they want, with brief
breaks for audio ads. The ads can
be disabled for a $3.99 per month
fee. And the X-Series also includes
a bare-bones web browser.

The X-Series Walkman is an
impressive, highly compatible entry
to the media player market. The
quality of its audio and video play-
back are both stellar. 

Price range: $277.99 - $358.28

iPod Touch
The iPod Touch isn’t really a

media player. Or, at least, it’s not
just a media player. This device has

so many features and uses that it’s
more like a small computer. In fact,
the iPod Touch is almost as versa-
tile as the Apple’s much-hyped iPad.
Out of the box, the third-generation

iPod Touch includes an amazing
music player, video playback, a
capable web browser, photo viewer,
an e-mail reader, an integrated
iTunes Store for music and video
downloads, and a host of smaller
utilities that include weather, calen-
dar, maps, notes, contacts, and a
calculator. In terms of design and
function, the iPod Touch resembles
Apple’s iPhone. The biggest differ-
ence between the two devices is
that the iPod Touch can’t make
phone calls and doesn’t have a
camera.

The iPod Touch’s music and
video playback runs off of iTunes,
which makes both playback and
transferring files to the device easy.
The iTunes Genius feature intuitive-
ly creates a playlist based on a song
or an album, allowing for about an
hour’s worth of uninterrupted listen-
ing. Voice control allows users to
control what they’re listening to by
talking to  the device. Users can say
the name of a song, band, or album
into a microphone located on the
iPod Touch’s earphones, or they
can navigate their music by saying
basic commands such as “play” or
“next song.”

The iPod Touch doesn’t rival the
Zune or the X-Series in terms of
audio playback, but its video play-
back is incredible. The device has a
high definition screen optimized for
playing YouTube videos. This is an
ideal device for watching movies or
TV shows on the go. Further, the
device has enough processor speed
to support high quality games, which
can be downloaded through the
iTunes application store, which fea-
tures thousands of apps.

The iPod Touch does a lot more
than just play music and videos. It
can browse the web, send emails,
play games, and much more. The
quality is good and there are enough
features to rival many laptop com-
puters.

Price range: $269.99 - $310.50

iPod Nano
The iPod Nano has been a pop-

ular music player for several years,
and for good reason. The fifth gen-

eration iPod Nano is a tried and true
product that keeps getting better. It
has an intuitive menu system based
on a scroll wheel on the front, and
has basic features to back up its
audio media playback. These
include photos, calendar, games,
alarms, stopwatch, contacts, notes,
and clocks. To this, the latest gener-
ation has added voice recording, a
built in speaker, a video camera,
and an FM radio.

Those accustomed to high defi-
nition playback from higher-end
devices should buy better head-
phones than the ones that come
with the device. Similarly, the video
playback is very good, but the iPod
Nano’s small screen leaves some-
thing to be desired.

The new video camera seems
like a novelty. It can’t take still pho-
tos, but the iPod Nano has enough
other features that this doesn’t make
much of a difference. The FM radio
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offers crystal clear sound and the capability to pause,
rewind, and resume audio playback—something unique
to the iPod Nano.

The iPod Nano is one of the most reliable media
players. For people who just want to listen to music and
watch the occasional video, this is an ideal media play-
er. However, it doesn’t have any of the high-end fea-
tures of more expensive media players.

Price range: $124.54 - $149.00

SanDisk Sansa Clip+
The SanDisc Sansa Clip+ is an inexpensive media

player that only plays music. It’s a small product with a
modest price, and is ideal for people who want a simple

product. The device plays almost all audio formats, and
features an intuitive four button menu system. It’s capa-
ble of producing excellent audio quality. Further, the
Clip+ has space for a MicroSD card, allowing its storage
space to be increased exponentially.

The most obvious problem with the Clip+ is that it
doesn’t support video or photos, as its screen is only
large enough to display the title of the track being
played. However, if you just want a device that can play
music, you can’t beat the price.

Price range: $37.54 - $47.99�

Casey Cosker is a writer and a regular contributer to Image Magazine. 
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